
 

 

Monthly   Newsletter,   October   Edition  

 
 
Welcome   to   a   new   school   year!   A   new   year   can   mean   a   lot   of   changes   and   new   challenges   but   it  
also   brings   new   opportunities   to   strive   toward   our   goals!   This   year   the   PTA   has   set   goals   to   better  
our   school   and   support   our   growing   community.   With   your   help   we   can   achieve   these   goals!   If  
you   have   not   already,   please   become   a   PTA   member.   You   can   register   on   our   website,  
http://blockhouse.my-pta.org  
 

 
PTA   President’s   Corner  

 
 

Hi,   I   am   Brandi   Arldt,   and   I   am   this   year's   PTA  
President.   I   am   excited   to   serve   in   the   role   this   year!  
 
My   2   oldest   children   have   gone   to   BHC   Elementary  
and   currently   go   to   Wiley   Middle   School   and   Rouse  
High   School.   My   youngest   is   a   1st   grade   Bear!  
 
We   have   some   fun   things   planned   this   year   and   are  
looking   for   some   awesome   volunteers.   Opportunities  
range   from   helping   cut   out   projects   for   teachers   in   the  
Workroom,   to   being   on   a   PTA   committee.  
 
Please   email    blockhousepta@gmail.com    if   you   are   interested   in  
helping.  
 
Our   next   PTA   Membership   meeting   is   coming   up   at   6:30pm   on   Oct.   8th.   Our   meetings   are   in  
portable   603.   If   you   are   a   PTA   member,   you   are   invited!   Coming   to   a   meeting   does   not   mean   you  
are   signing   up   for   something   (although   you   can!).   Come   and   meet   the   PTA   Board   and   see   what  
we   are   up   to   this   year.  
 
Thank   you!  

http://blockhouse.my-pta.org/
mailto:blockhousepta@gmail.com


 

 
**Announcements**  

 
Clothes   Closet!  
 

Missing   a   lunch   box   or   even   a   sweater?   Please   stop   by   the   Lost   and   Found   in   the   cafeteria  
to   reclaim   any   lost   items.    Anything   left   unclaimed   will   be   discarded   or   donated   to   the  
LISD   Clothes   Closet   in   the   beginning   of   November.  

 
Dine   Outs:   Coming   Up!  
 
 
 
 
Friday,   October   4th   -   Kona   Ice   After   School!  
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Bear   Fests!  
 

 
 
 



 

Reflections!  
 

 
 
 

 



 

Clubs!  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 



 

 
Meet   the   Executive   Board!  

 
Please   join   us   in   welcoming   the   new   Block   House   Creek   PTA   Executive   Board!  

 
President,   Brandi   Arldt  

Vice   President,   Amber   Keller  
Secretary,   Mindy   Graves  
Treasurer,   Katie   Hansen  

 
**Our   Goals**  

Specials   Enhancement:  
We   would   love   to   provide   more   financial   support   for   the   performing   arts,   physical   education,   art,  
and   library   classes   so   that   they   may   purchase   updated   materials   and   provide   updated   curriculum  
to   our   students.  

Playground   Enhancements:  
We   would   love   to   add   more   play   structures   to   the   smallest   playground   on   campus   (the   one   with  
one   slide   and   set   of   swings).   This   particular   update   can   be   very   expensive.  

PLC/Staff   Enrichment:  
Our   campus   is   a   Professional   Learning   Community.   A   professional   learning   community   is   a  
method   to   foster   collaborative   learning   among   colleagues   within   a   particular   work   environment  
or   field.   It   is   often   used   in   schools   as   a   way   to   organize   teachers   into   working   groups   of  
practice-based   professional   learning.   We   would   like   to   financially   assist   our   school   in   sending  
teachers   to   this   yearly   training   program.  
 

 
Welcome   New   Teachers!  

 
Please   join   us   in   welcoming   our   new   teachers!  
 
Alana   Coleman   Dusing,   SRP   
 

Hello!   My   name   is   Alana   Coleman   Dusing   and   I   am   a  
1/2   time   SRP   (Supplemental   Reading   Program)  
teacher/specialist   for   K-2nd   for   Block   House   Creek  
and   Pleasant   Hill   schools.   I've   been   teaching   for   25+  
years   and   this   is   my   12th   year   in   LISD.   My   passion   is  
helping   students   achieve   their   reading   goals.  

 
Mary   Hegel,   ELE  

Hi!   My   name   is   Mary   Hegel   or   “Mrs.   Mary”.   I   am  
starting   my   11th   year   teaching   as   an   ELE   teacher.  

 
 



 

Nicole   Salinas,   5   th   Grade   Math/Science  
 

Hello   Bears!   My   name   is   Nicole   Salinas   and   I   will  
be   teaching   5th   grade   math/science.   This   will   be   my  
9th   year   teaching.   I   am   a   dog   mom   of   two   chocolate  
labs   and   we   love   to   go   on   adventures   and   play  
outside.   I   love   exploring   Austin   and   trying   all   the  
different   craft   foods.   Tacos   are   my   favorite!!   I   am   so  
excited   to   start   a   new   year!  
 

Cheryl   Dobesh,   Dyslexia   Specialist  
 

Hi!   My   name   is   Cheryl   Dobesh   and   I   am   so   excited  
to   be   joining   the   BHC   family   as   the   new   dyslexia  
specialist!    I   have   been   teaching   for   20   years   and    I  
have   been   the   dyslexia   specialist   at   my   former  
campus   for   the   past   5   years   and   truly   love   what   I   do!  
 

Morgan   Schutter,   3   rd   Grade   Math/Science/Social   Studies  
 

Hi!   My   name   is   Morgan   Schutter   and   I   am   a   new  
third   grade   math/science/social   studies   teacher.   This  
is   my   fifth   year   teaching,   and   all   5   years   have   been  
in   third   grade.   I   am   loving   being   a   Block   House  
Bear!  
 

Carrie   Gereau,   4   th   Grade   ELA/Social   Studies  
 

Hello!   My   name   is   Carrie   Gereau,   and   I   am   teaching  
4th   grade   ELA   and   Social   Studies.   I   am   so   happy   to  
be   here   at   BHC.   Go   Bears!  
 

Marc   Grace,   5   th   Grade   Math/Science  
 

Hello!   I’m   Marc   Grace   and   I   teach   5th   graders   math  
and   science.    This   year   marks   my   tenth   year   of  
teaching,   most   of   it   in   Upstate   New   York.    Since  
moving   to   Texas   in   2019,   I   have   been   teaching   math  
to   8th   graders   at   Canyon   Ridge   Middle   School.    I  
am   thrilled   to   be   returning   to   elementary   math   and  
science,   and   grateful   to   be   doing   it   at   Block   House  
Creek   Elementary.  

Erin   Parks,   IA   for   ELE  
 

Hello   I’m   Mrs.   Parks   I   just   got   married   at   the   end  
this   month   so   some   might   know   me   as   Ms.  
Gallagher.   I   am   an   IA   for   ELE   and   love   help   the  
students   in   our   school.  



 

 
 

Principal’s   Corner   with   Dr.   Cady  
 

Block   House   Bears:  
 
Welcome   to   the   19-20   school   year.   We   hope   everyone   had   a   great  
start   to   their   year.   It   has   been   a   pleasure   seeing   the   students   on  
campus   the   last   few   weeks.   The   students   are   doing   a   great   job  
being   back   on   campus   and   getting   up   early   again.  
 
BHC   has   numerous   events   planned   throughout   the   year   for   our  
families.   In   order   to   stay   abreast   of   campus   events   and   information  

utilize   our   school   website.   We   encourage   you   to   check   it   for   valuable   information,   schedules,  
BHC   procedures,   AM/PM   dismissal   traffic   reminders   etc…   You   will   also   see   the   Campus  
Calendar   where   event   dates/times   are   posted.   Another   way   to   stay   informed   is   to   check   out   the  
BHC   Insiders   that   will   be   coming   to   you   for   specific   reminders   related   to   campus   happenings.  
 
I   look   forward   to   a   great   year   together   and   seeing   you   all   on   campus.   Please   don’t   hesitate   to   stop  
by   or   contact   me   if   you   need   any   assistance.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
Deana   Cady  
Principal  
 
Also,   please   welcome   Assistant   Principal   Sally   Sosa!  

 
 
 
Sally   joined   the   BHCE   family   last   year   and   this   will   be   her   first  
full   year   as   our   new   assistant   principal.  
 
 

 

 

 
 
 



 

 
 

Meet   the   BHC   School   Counselor!  

Tracy   Mercer   is   the   school   counselor   at   BHC.   She   teaches  
monthly   classroom   lessons,   such   as   learning   how   to   get   along  
with   others,   making   responsible   decisions,   communicating  
effectively,   and   solving   everyday   problems.    She   teaches  
monthly   lessons   to   every   class   each   year,   plus   any   additional  
lessons   as   needed.   Small   group   lessons   are   by   invitation   based  
on   teacher   or   parent   recommendation.   These   groups   teach  
skills   based   on   the   needs   of   the   group.   She   is   also   available   to  
help   students   who   are   facing   difficulties   that   affect   their  
school   performance.    She   can   listen   and   talk   to   your   child  
during   this   time   of   difficulty.   She   uses   brief,   solution-focused  
counseling   techniques.   She   does   not,   however,   provide  
individual   or   family   therapy.  

Ms.   Mercer   is   also   the   campus   coordinator   for   many   other   items   including:   504,   STAAR   testing,  
PALS,   Mentors,   Watch   D.O.G.S.,   and   C2   Club.   She   facilitates   Generation   Texas   Week,   food,  
coat,   sock,   underwear,   and   toy   drives,   middle   school   transition,   the   Backpack   Program,   and   the  
human   growth   and   development   curriculum.  

Website:      https://sites.google.com/a/leanderisd.org/bhc-schoolcounselor/  

Facebook:   @BHCSchoolCounselor  

Twitter:   @BHC_Counselor  

If   you   have   any   questions   or   concerns,   please   contact   Mrs.   Mercer   at   (512)   570-7616   or   by   email  
at   tracy.mercer@leanderisd.org.  

September   Counselor   Classroom   Lessons:   

Kindergarten   and   First   Grade   classes   learned   about   being   proactive   with   their   emotions.   They  
learned   about   the   green,   blue,   yellow,   and   red   zones   of   emotion   and   ways   to   stay   in   the   green  
zone.  

Second   Grade   classes   learned   about   being   proactive   by   using   their   "remote   control"   to   make  
good   behavioral   choices.   For   example,   they   can   "press   Pause"   before   doing   a   behavior,   then  
"Fast   Forward"   to   think   about   what   might   happen   if   they   do   that   behavior   (good   or   bad).   

Third,   Fourth,   and   Fifth   grade   classes   learned   about   having   a   growth   mindset.   They   learned   that  
they   must   be   proactive   in   their   learning.   They   need   to   be   open   to   trying   new   things   and   learn  
from   their   mistakes   instead   of   giving   up.  

 

https://sites.google.com/a/leanderisd.org/bhc-schoolcounselor/
https://sites.google.com/a/leanderisd.org/bhc-schoolcounselor/


 

 

 

 



 

District   and   Community   Resources  

The   school   counselor   can   help   families   connect   with   many   resources   such   as:  

❖ SCHOOL  SUPPLIES  &  FIELD  TRIP  FUNDS/  SHIRTS-  The  BHC  PTA  provides  school             
supplies   and   field   trip   funds   for   students   with   financial   need.  

❖ GENTLY  USED  SPIRIT  WEAR  (school  shirts)  are  given  to  students  that  cannot  afford  a               
school   shirt   so   they   can   participate   in   the   Spirit   Wear   Days   on   Fridays.  

❖ PTA   CLOTHES   CLOSET  
❖ LISD   BACKPACK   PROGRAM  
❖ CHRISTMAS:   The   Hill   Country   Christmas   Bureau   provides   toys   for   children.  
❖ COMMUNITY  RESOURCES  for  counseling,  food,  medical  needs  including  glasses,          

shoes,   etc…  

 
The   Leander   ISD   PTA   Clothes   Closet    provides   gently   used   school   clothing   (and   new   socks  
and   underwear)   to   students   in   our   district.   Anyone   with   students   in   our   district   can   shop   with   no  
income   requirements.    If   you   are   in   need,   please   contact   the   school   counselor   or   nurse   for   a  
voucher .   A   voucher   is   needed   once   per   school   year,   but   then   you   can   shop   as   many   times   as  
needed   until   each   child's   clothing   limit   is   reached.   The   clothes   closet   is   located   at   324   S.   West  
Dr.,   Leander   (Portable   building   between   LEO   &   Leander   MS).   
 
Shopping   dates:   10   am   -12   pm   on   

August   20,   27,   
September   3,   7*,   10,   17,   24,   
October   1,   5*,   8,   22,   29,   
November   5,   9*,   12,   19,   
December   3,   10,   14*,   17,   
January   11*,   14,   21,   28,   
February   4,   8*,   11,   18,   25,   
March   3,   7*,   10,   24,   31,   
April   4*,   7,   14,   21,   28,   
May   2*,   5,   12,   19   
(*   dates   are   Saturdays)  

If   you   would   like   to   donate   gently   used   clothing   or   new   socks   and   underwear,   there   is   a   box   in  
the   main   hallway   for   donations.    You   can   also   donate   by   purchasing   from   their   Amazon   wish   list:  
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/39BWSDFQRJP8V/ref=cm_go_nav_hz  

The   LISD   Backpack   Program    provides   participating   students   with   a   bag   of   food   each   Friday  
afternoon.   There   is   no   cost   to   the   participant’s   family.   Since   food   and   nutrition   are   so   closely  
linked   with   the   ability   to   learn,   we   want   to   make   sure   students   have   food   over   the   weekend   so  

https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/39BWSDFQRJP8V/ref=cm_go_nav_hz
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/39BWSDFQRJP8V/ref=cm_go_nav_hz


 

they   are   ready   to   learn   when   they   arrive   at   school   on   Monday.    Please   contact   the   school  
counselor   to   register   for   this   program.  

If   you   would   like   to   donate   to   the   Backpack   Program,   you   can   drop   off   items   at   the   front   office.  
When   donating   items,   please   keep   in   mind   that   individual   servings   and   easy   open   or   pop-top  
cans   are   preferable.  

Most   needed   items:   Cereal   (individual   servings   that   can   be   eaten   without   milk),   Pop-tarts,  
Nutrigrain   bars,   Fruit   cups,   Applesauce   cups,   Individually   wrapped   snack   items   (goldfish,  
granola   bars,   crackers),   Ramen   Noodles   (with   or   without   vegetables),   Easy   Mac  
(macaroni   &   cheese),   Hormel   microwave   meals,   Canned   soup   and   stew,   Chili,  
Spaghettio’s,   Ravioli,   Instant   rice   and   potatoes,   Canned   chicken   and   tuna,   Peanut   butter  
(no   glass),   Jelly   (no   glass).  

For   more   information   on   participating   or   donating   to   these   programs,   please   contact   Tracy  
Mercer   at   tracy.mercer@leanderisd.org.  

DADS!   Become   a   BHC   WATCHDOG!  

WATCHDOGS   are   fathers   (and   father   figures)   of   BHC   Students   that   spend   a   day   or   more   on  
campus.   They   patrol   the   campus,   help   students,   and   support   teachers!   As   a   WATCHDOG,   you  
will   get   at   least   30   minutes   in   your   child’s   class,   plus   lunch,   recess,   and   specials.   The   other   time  
may   be   spent   in   other   classes   helping   out.   The   kids   love   to   see   WATCHDOGS!  

For   more   information,   please   visit     https://sites.google.com/a/leanderisd.org/bhc-watchdogs/    or  
contact   Mrs.   Mercer   at   (512)   570-7616,   tracy.mercer@leanderisd.org.  

Leander   ISD   HEROES   Mentor   Program  

HEROES   is   LISD’s   mentor   program.   HEROES   are   caring   adults   who   have   a    H eart   for  
E ncouraging,    R espect,    O ptimism,    E nthusiasm,   and    S elf-confidence   with   our   students   while  
providing   guidance   and   support   to   cultivate   personal,   social,   and   academic   development.   These  
everyday   people   (parents,   community   members,   and   business   professionals)   are   just   like   you!  
HEROES   are   trained   by   the   district.   They   spend   30   minutes   to   an   hour   with   a   designated   student  
once   per   week   for   the   school   year.   A   child   is   waiting   for   you   to   become   their   hero…  

For   more   information,   training   dates,   and   to   register,   please   go   to  
http://support.leanderisd.org/support/mentor/   

You   can   also   contact   Shannon   Lombardo   at   Shannon.lombardo@leanderisd.org   or   512-570-0029  
or   Tracy   Mercer   at   tracy.mercer@leanderisd.org   or   (512)   570-7616.  

https://sites.google.com/a/leanderisd.org/bhc-watchdogs/
https://sites.google.com/a/leanderisd.org/bhc-watchdogs/
http://support.leanderisd.org/support/mentor/
http://support.leanderisd.org/support/mentor/


 

 

Thank   You   to   Our   Sponsors!  

 

  

 

 

  

 


